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The book Planning and Urban Design Standards is a 
part of the well-recognized Graphic Standards series, 
which includes Architectural Graphic Standards, Inte-
rior Graphic Standards, and Landscape Architectural 
Graphic Standards.  Urban designers, planners, and 
architects have long considered these books the go-to 
guides for everything from parking-lot spacing to prop-
er restroom layouts.  This particular installment in the 
series, Planning and Urban Design Standards, expands 
upon the existing model by including planning theory 
and planning process design alongside the traditional 
descriptions of environmental conditions, building 
types, utility layouts, and transportation patterns.  This 
is a departure for the series, as previous books have 
confined their subjects to those physical elements of ar-
chitecture and landscape design more easily represent-
ed in graphical form.  Despite this thematic departure, 
Planning and Urban Design Standards does not stray 
too far from the traditional mode; everything that can 
possibly be represented graphically—from planning 
development processes to bundles of rights—is drawn 
in the traditional rounded corners and textbook-like font 
familiar to generations of designers.  Indeed, the ma-
jority of the text could be used as introductory reading 
for a number of planning courses, including planning 
theory, planning law, and urban design theory, making 
it a great reference for students or anyone who wants 
to learn the fundamentals of planning practice.  Addi-
tionally, the book is also a useful reference for practic-
ing planners, especially those who need to brush up on 
designing planning processes and determining how to 
involve and communicate plans to the public, as well as 
urban designers who want to know the sizes and layouts 
of typical building and landscape elements.  
Despite these strengths, Planning and Urban Design 
Standards does contain a few flaws, the most noticeable 
being the tome’s voluminous size.  This is mostly miti-
gated by good organization and a well-detailed table of 
contents and index, but it still may take readers some 
time to become familiar with all the book has to offer. 
The book also concentrates on rational planning and has 
a distinct land use focus, although transportation plan-
ning is also fairly well represented.  Some of this is due 
to the fact that—like most textbooks—Planning and 
Urban Design Standards draws from numerous differ-
ent authors, making the book into a collection of agreed-
upon best practices more than a summary of established 
planning doctrine—a style which suits the field of land 
use planning well.  The fact that land use planning lends 
itself better to graphic explanation than other planning 
concentrations also contributes to this bias.  While this 
is not the only book a student or practicing planner will 
need, its wide range and clear format will make it an 
invaluable addition to any planner’s library.
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